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DEVELOPMENTAL STEPS FOR CHAPTER THIRTEEN:
“BACKGROUND” SECTION
“Review of Relevant Literature” Subsection:
1. Title the subsection Review of Relevant Literature, not "Background."
2. Write this subsection after you have written the Research Plan section.
3. Use this subsection to justify the need for what you are proposing, i.e., make sure that it
supports the need for the contributions that you expect to make.
4. Cite primary literature in this section, not review articles or book chapters.
5. Ensure that this subsection is completely up to date, especially if you are submitting a
revision of a previously reviewed proposal.
6. Be sure to cite the work of researchers who you will recommend as potential reviewers
of your application.
7. Make certain that your citations of the literature are balanced, i.e., not too many of your
own or that support only your point of view.
8. At the end of the subsection create a segue that will provide a seamless transition into
the next two subsections.
“Results From Prior NSF Support” Subsection:
9. Determine whether either you or Co-PIs on the application with you have had NSF research support during the last five years (from the date of submission of this proposal).
10. If you have had such support, describe it within the Project Description, not as a separate part of the application.
11. The summary of each prior NSF grant must have two subsections, "Intellectual Merit"
and "Broader Impacts."
12. Describe prior NSF support using the mandatory points stipulated by the Proposal and
Award Policies and Procedures Guide, Chapter II, Section C.2.d.(iii).
13. Describe unrelated prior support as briefly as possible. Present the stipulated information sequentially, not as a bulleted list.
14. Develop the mandatory points more extensively for related prior support, especially if the
current application is a renewal of prior support.
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